For Immediate Release

The Thriving Children — Thriving Community Plan pas ses to
Windsor’s Early Childhood Council

Through the Thriving Children — Thriving Community (TC2) Project, members of the Windsor
community have created a community based plan to improve the wellbeing of Windsor's
youngest children. The goal of the TC2 plan is that all Windsor children ages birth through eight
will come to school ready, willing and able to succeed as caring, capable and confident learners.

Being ready for school takes thoughtful partnership and creative thinking to leverage the
resources we already have to do more and do it better. The Thriving Children - Thriving
Community (TC2) project set out to jump start that process. This community plan will serve as a
guide to the whole town as we set out to give Windsor children the greatest chance for success,
both in school and in life.

Now that the TC2 project has completed, the work of the plan is passing to Windsor's Early
Childhood Council (ECC) which has agreed to be the steward for moving the agenda of the plan
forward in Windsor. Together with town leadership, school leadership, businesses, the health
community, child care providers, the faith community, civic organizations, parents and other
collaborative partners, the ECC plans to guide the work forward.

Windsor is a vibrant, diverse community. Still, many young Windsor children and their families
face significant challenges. This plan aims to sustain where Windsor excels while closing
important gaps. There are five key areas where Windsor’s Early Childhood Council (ECC) and
the community can work together:

Early Wellness

School Readiness

Early School Success

Emotional Well-being and Safety
Physical Health
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The evidence is clear that early childhood investments reap huge benefits in life outcomes.
Proven research shows that children who get a good start will later on experience: higher
employment rates, better earnings, higher grades, fewer anti-social acts, fewer referrals to
remedial classes, lower detention rates, lower rate of teen pregnancies, lower drug abuse and
delinquency, and a greater commitment to community.> Education and care for young children
impacts every Windsor resident, young and old. Isn’t this what we want for our children and for
Windsor?

The TC2 project is one of 23 community building planning projects funded collaboratively by the
Graustein Memorial Fund and the Connecticut Department of Education. Please visit
www.windsorecc.org or contact the ECC Coordinator at ecc@windsorecc.org for more
information or to join this effort.
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